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nouncement of this committee is heeded or not, for,
as I have mentioned, ' A. V.'s' reputation does not
rest on one thing, but many things. If the com-
mittee's finding is accepted, therefore, and we say
that c A. V.' was the first man to make a flight in
England, but that somebody else was the first to make
a ' free flight' the place he holds in aeronautical
history is unaltered. He is recognized as England's
great aviation pioneer.

His was the mind that looked farthest ahead and that
succeeded in wedding theory and practice. It may,
perhaps, be thought curious that a committee should
try to diminish in any way the greatness of his achieve-
ments. It might have been imagined that in twenty
years he would have been forgiven for being a pioneer,
but the committee's finding may be said to have ended
the period during which recognition was withheld.
From that time until now, appreciation of the extent
of 'A.V.'s' contribution to British aviation spread
swiftly. Committees can no more harm him to-day
than could the bailiff who was set upon his track by a
disapproving local authority in 1909.

For those who are concerned in any way with
aviation, this volume provides some important informa-
tion about the structural methods and control devices
of the early' Avro' machines. These facts have not been
authoritatively discussed before and they throw much
light on subsequent developments. The method of
control by varying the angle of the main plane, for
instance, was re-introduced as a great novelty not
long ago after having been used in the ' Avros.'

Every aspect of ' A. V.'s' work as it is revealed in
these pages shows - far-sightedness and intellectual
daring. It is for that reason as much as any other that
attention should be paid to the chapters in which he
speaks of the future. In these he makes some very
remarkable suggestions and speaks of advances which